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Vultures soar over KRP

8" ANNUAL TURKEY VULTURE FEST

SET TO SOAR
by Bob Barnes

The8th Annual Kern River Valley Turkey Vulture Festi-
val isset to soar from the Kern River Preserve Friday-Mon-
day, September 27-30, 2002. Comejoin us aswe celebrate
the annual phenomenon of the migration of 25,000-30,000
Turkey Vulturesthrough the Kern River Valley on their jour-
ney from interior British Columbia, Washington, Oregon,
and California south to their wintering grounds in Mexico

and points beyond.

see Multures page 3

HUMMINGBIRD

CELEBRATION: A

VISITOR’s VIEW
by Les Chibana

There was an extremely wonderful
event, the Hummingbird Festival, at the
Audubon-CaliforniaKern River Preserve
over the weekend of August 3-4.

The proliferation of hummingbird
feeders at this Preserve at the southern
end of the Sierra Nevada reveals what
may be the true nature of southbound
Rufousand Allen’shummingbird migra-
tion in California. For the past 4 years,
Bob Barnes, the Preserve’ s Outreach Di-
rector, has been putting out a large bat-
tery of hummingbird feeders to an in-
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Bruce Webb and L es Chibana on net
patrol in the Greenhorn Mtns.

A tiny guest and the tiniest North American bird,
Leigh Ann Fieber, 4, of Wofford Heights and Don
Mitchell release abanded Calliope Hummingbird.

Photo by Bruce Webb.

creasing visitation of breeding and migrant trochilids[hummingbirds, ed.].
T . R ] Largeamountsof Rufous Hummingbirds, fol-
& lowed in quantity by Black-chinned, Anna’s,
Allen’s, and Calliope, were noisily crowding and
vying for position at feeders.

By using a unit of measure caled “Black-
chinned Hummingbird Units’, or BCHU, the
amount of sugar water consumed in aday by one
Black-chinned Hummingbird, it was estimated that
up to 2000 hummingbirds per day came to the
Preserve’sfeeders during the peak of activity be-
tween Aug 18 and 23 in 2001.

Thisyear, with the continued use of feeders, that number is expected to reach 2500

see Visitor’s View page 2
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Misitor’s View cont. from page 1

to 3000 birds. One authority opined to Bob Barnesthat if he put
out twice as many feeders, he would get twice as many birds.
“If you put out feeders, they will come.”

It is thought that this volume of hummingbirds have long
been moving through the area. But in the absence of any nectar
source in the dense riparian corridor of the South Fork Kern
River, they were never detected because they continued to fly
southward rarely lingering in the area.

N

| had the
good fortune of
spending
about 18 hours
over threedays
assisting hum-
mingbird re-
searcher, Don
Mitchell, inthe
banding of
hummingbirds
at thefeeders, aswell asin the Greenhorn Mtns. He used acage
trap at the feeders and mist nets in the mountain patches of
penstemon blooms. He focused mostly on Rufous/Allen’s spe-
cies, but he processed any Calliope that we managed to cap-
ture.

On the first day, for a banding demonstration, Don pro-
cessed all birds captured. To give you an idea of the species
mix, Out of 26 captures, therewere 8 Rufous (migrants), 8 Black-
chinned (local breeders), 7 Annd's (local breeders), 1 Allen’'s
(migrant), 1intermediate Rufous/ Allen’s(migrant), and 1 Cal-
liope (migrant). The Allen’'swas ID’ ed in-hand using feather
measurement, shape and color, and by overall size.

The second day of banding was done in a large patch of

Hummingbird banding; tools of the trade

penstemon in the
Greenhorn Mtns. at
6100 elev. Two years
ago, Don discovered
these patches and the
associated migrant
hummingbird activity.
Even Sheri Williamson,
author of the new
Peterson’s Humming-
bird Field Guide, told .
Don when she saw ‘ Penstemon Field in the Greenhorns
these fields that she had never seen such a concentration
of hummingbirds at anatural source of nectar.

Theair wasfilled with the chuppety-chup-chup-chup”
of pugnacious Rufous Hummingbirds as they defended
their tiny foraging territories within thesefields of red.

Here, we used my Eurovan as a field banding station,
something for which it seemed designed. Out of 18 hum-
mingbirds captured, therewere 14 Rufous, 2 Allen’s, and 2
Cadlliope.

Back at the Preserve, at roughly 2600 elev., onthethird
day of banding, we targeted Rufous/Allen’s species to
gather datafor Don’swork. Out of 37 birds captured, there
were 33 Rufous, 3Allen’'s, and 1 Calliope.

Although relatively common at higher elevations, Cal-
liopeare quiterare at the Preserve. So, over all three days,
atotal of 62 Rufous/Allen’s Humminghbirdswere captured.
The species breakdown was 55 Rufous, 6 Allen’'s, and one
indeterminate intermediate bird. This comes out to nearly
10% of al of the Rufous/Allen’s speciesbeing Allen’s.

In 2000, banding revealed a
20 to 1 ratio of Rufous to
Allen’s. Interestingly, as we
were wrapping up on the last
day, Don saw a female hum-
mingbird at 18" which he was
90% sure was a Broad-tailed
Hummingbird. Thisspecies, al-
though having a small handful
of recordsinthe Valley, had not
yet been recorded on the Pre-

Rufous Hummingbird SErve.

Greenhorn Mtns. Asidefromthe6, and possi-
bly 7, species of hummingbirds, other species seen on the
Preserveincluded Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Southwestern Wil-
low Flycatcher (Empidonax trailii extimus), and Summer
Tanager. | saw two Black Swifts at the Camp 9 boat ramp
over |sabella Reservoir off Sierra Way. At dusk over the
Preserve, a large group of bats of at least 4 discernible
sizes (and possibly 2 to 4 times as many species) hawked
insects as hummingbirds still darted by, avery interesting
juxtaposition.

I will “migrate” againwith other flocksof birdersto the
Preserve next spring and summer to see the other species
that breed in the area. Les Chibana- Palo Alto
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DAVID BRYAN
HARVEY: A GOOD
ERIEND; A good friend
July 17, 1946-August 4, 2002

In 2001 and 2002, Dave ran
our Bluebird Nestbox Programin
conjunction with the California
Bluebird Recovery Program. Ac-
KRPDI?:‘;’i‘an?X‘zhive cording to hisfamily, Dave men-

tioned that the bluebird project
was one of his most rewarding endeavors. The results of
Dave'seffortsthisyear are summarized in an accompany-
ing article. In addition to his work on behalf of Western
Bluebirdsand Tree Swallows, Dave helped out on al kinds
of Preserve projectsincluding Kern Valley Pride Day.

From Dave' shiography: “ David Bryan Harvey wasborn
July 17, 1946 in Pasadena. He graduated from California
State University, Sacramento with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Environmental Studies. Dave served his country
courageously as an Army medic during the Vietnam con-
flict. Heretired in September 2001 fromthe U.S. Forest Ser-
vice after 20 years, having worked 10 years previously for
the Army Corps of Engineersand Bureau of land Manage-
ment in both Minnesota and Arizona”

“...Dave was an avid marathon runner and hiker. He
enjoyed photographing the great beauty of God's creation.
Dave was amember of the Friends of the Kern River Pre-
serve, Kern County Search and Rescue, and the SierraClub.
He volunteered with many local organizations including
Camp Owen and was very concerned with protecting our
natural environment.”

The family has set up a Dave Harvey Memoria Fund
for the Kern River Preserve to receive donations to per-
petuate the bluebird nestbox program conducted so well
by Dave. If youwould liketo contribute to thisfund, make
your donation out to “NAS/KRPFriends’ and mail to PO
Box 833, Weldon, CA 93283. Indicate Dave Harvey Memo-
rial. All fundsin thisaccount will go towardsthe Preserve’'s
Dave Harvey Bluebird Nestbox Program.

DaveHarvey wasagreat and valued Friend of theKern
River Preserve and a very good friend to all of us here at
the Kern River Preserve. He was kind and giving beyond
measure. He passed away at his home in Mountain Mesa
on August 4, 2002. David Bryan Harvey will be missed.

Bob Barnes, Outreach Director
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2002 BLUEBIRD NESTBOX PROCRAM
RESULTS - Audubon-California’s Kern River

Preserve r': — B
-

DaveHarvey - Program Manager & ReporterII [T ———

101 Standard Bluebird Boxes

NOTE: Lost 60 birds/eggsin June 2002 dueto ablack bear
tearing up 13 boxes; 57 Tree Swallows or eggs, 3 Western
Bluehirds DBH |

e | Wultures; contin-

L s ued from page 1
SR | e The upcoming
__.jif %l - Vulture Fest is de-

p % signed to be relax-
; W ™ | ingand fun, yet full

Cx X
; » of memorable expe-
’ “WF4Y,. | riences. On tap for
" thisyear are experi-
ences with, of

course, vultures,
e Ee . vultures, and more
¢ % John Schmitt’s new

T itk 2002 Turkey Vulture vultures through

Western Bluebird chicksfledged - 104 k. B
Tree Swallow chicksfledged- 155 -

House Wren chicks fledged - 71 ! |
Ash-throated Flycatcher chicks fledged - 20 i

Total chicksfledgedin 2002 - 350 TreeSwallow innestbox

Festival T-shirt design | vulture lift-offsand
drop-ins, field trips,
displays & booths, speakers’ forums, and children’s ac-
tivities. But, that isnot all. The Turkey Vulture Festival will
also offer an astronomy evening, a binoculars workshop,
birding field trips, bird banding, a California Condor Re-
covery Program report, Kern River Preserve research &
stewardship updates, amoth workshop, and reptiles & am-
phibians.

John Schmitt, internationally renowned wildlife artist,
has come up with awonderful, new design for the 2002 TV
Fest t-shirt and poster. John will be present to sign t-shirts
and postersfor festival attendees for an hour or two start-
ing at Noon on Saturday.

Steve Kenton, Weldon Postmaster, has adapted part of
John Schmitt’s new design as the basis for his specia and
official United State Postal Service Vulture Station postal
cancellation. First Class stamped commemorative enve-
lopesfor collectors and for use will be available at cost in
the KRPinformation booth (must be used by October 27th).

A special addition to thisyear’s Turkey Vulture Festi-
val isagood, old-fashioned, early fall picnic onthelawn at
Kern River Preserve Headquarters on Saturday evening.
Bring your blanket and picnic basket and join us to share
in the fun and friendship.

For moredetails, check out the Official Program for the
this year’s Vulture Fest which is included as aninsert in
this newsletter. Join us and watch the vultures soar. For
late breaking news see: Wwwval |€VWI|d orq/Terﬂ htm.
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BENEFIT FIELD TRIPS COSTA RlCA «
VERACRUZ, MEXICO

Once again, Murrelet Halterman isoffering afield trip
to CostaRicaand Jim Royer oneto Veracruz, Mexico. Both
trips are benefit fund-raisers for the Kern River Preserve
and the Southern Sierra Research Station.

Jim’strip will take place this coming October 2002 and
Murrelet’sin January 2003. Both of these trips are centered
around some of the world's best known nature experiences,
theamazing raptor migrationin Veracruz and thetropica di-
versity of CostaRica. Visit www.valleywild.org for details.

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3
For more information, contact Jim by email:
jcadroyer@aol.com or phone: (805) 541-6850. Contact

Murrelet by email: cuckoobuster@yahoo.com or phone:
(760) 378-2185.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

JOIN KRP FRIENDS’ EMAIL LIST

Join the KRP Friends' email list to receive timely and
low-cost communications. Our listisNOT shared with any-
one else. To join, send an email to
krpfirends@lightspeed.net. Thanks.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2002 MID-YEAR APPEAL UNDERWAY

Thanks to donations from over 100 of our 700 Friends
of theKern River Preserve, our 2002 Mid-Year Appeal has
brought in over $7000.00 as of the third week of August.
When added to those of you who made donationsin April,
May, and June- prior to theappeal mailing - over $12,000.00
has been raised to support the ongoing activities of the
KernRiver Preserve.

With a budget approaching $100,000, your donations
are critical to our success. Although we are not self-sus-
taining asyet, weare hopeful of increasing our 700+ Friends
membership several fold so our basic operating expenses
are covered. Thiswill leave usin aposition to pursue pro-
gram expansion; particularly our education program.

If you are one of our 600 members who have not yet
responded to our appeal, please considering doing so. We
truly need and want your support. We believe we use your
donations very efficiently and effectively. Thank you for
your consideration.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

NATURE TRAIL REVISION COMPLETED
We are happy to announce the

J 'II!I-U'L]UL'H n completion of the new Kern River Pre-
" CALIFOR

NIA Serve Nature Trail guide, trail & sign-

KERN RINER PRESERNE  posts alignment, and new directional
Nature Trail Guide

signs. Check them all out on your next
visit to KRP. Thanks to the following
peoplefor their help on different aspects
of thisproject: Bob Barnes, Bill Foster,
Birdie Foster, Terri Gallion, Jeff King,
Dave Kurdeka, Patt Nichols, Alison
Sheehey, Reed Tollefson, Mary
% Whitfield, and Sandra Wieser. Addi-
tional thanks to those who created and
revised thefirst Nature Trail and guide:
Rick Hewett, DaveKyser, Lynn Overtree,
and Ron Tiller.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

NatureAli GOES WILD!!!

Alison Sheehey, Friends of the Kern River Preserve
newsletter graphic artist, webmaster, and database man-
ager, hasbeen very busy producing new and updated prod-
ucts. All of the following have been published and are
availableinthe KRP Visitor Center.

In addition to rewriting and designing the new KRP
Nature Trail Guide, Alison has thoroughly updated the

Kern River Preservefact sheet (in{  BiRD  CHECKLIST |
cluded in this newsletter) and co-| KERN RINER PRESERVE
authored the* Bird Checklist - Kern
River Preserve & South Fork Val-
ley” (Audubon-California, July
2002).

She also designed the KRFA
Friends 2002 mid-year appeal, up-
dated the “Kern River Valley &
Southern SierraNevadaBird Check-
list” (Audubon-California, July|
2002), designed the “Kern River
Valley Hummingbird I dentification
& Finding Guide” (Audubon-Cali- vl
fornia, August 2002), designed the—_——— " CALFORNA
“8th Annual Kern River Valley Turkey Vulture Festival”
official program, and all of the hand-out materials for the
August 2-5 Hummingbird Celebration.

Currently, Alison isworking on checklists of areaam-
phibians& reptiles, butterflies, dragonflies, mammals, trees,
and wildflowers.

You can find out more about Alison Sheehey’swork by
visiting one of her five web sites. You can start by visiting
www.NatureAli.com.

[NOTE from NatureAli: Bob Barnesis the author/co-
author of many of these materials, except for the TV Fest
guidewhich waswritten by Bill & Birdie Foster. |

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

HUMMINGBIRD CELEBRATION
THANKS

The4th Annual Kern River Valley Hummingbird Cel-
ebration held at the Kern River Preserve this past August
2-5 was an unqualified success. Three hundred eighty-
seven visitors were hand tallied during the four day cel-
ebration including over one hundred each from the Kern
River Valley and Bakersfield area. The Ridgecrest/Indian
Wells Valley was well represented with fifty visitors. In
addition, attendees
came from as far
away as Sacra-
mento, San Diego,
San Francisco,
Idaho (Twin Falls),
Nevada (Las Ve-

gas), New Mexico ¥ -
(Los Alamos), and Attendees of Don Mitchell’s hummungbird
Wisconsin workshop listen with rapt attention.

Thanks to the following for helping with this year's
Hummingbird Celebration: Bob Barnes, DonnaBundy, Les
Chibana, Eagle Optics(Middleton, Wisconsin), Birdie Fos-
ter, Herp-Ecology, Allan Jaffe, Kern River Ve ley Revitaliza-
tion, Kern Valey Reptile Society, Jeff King, Doug Lemmons,
Buz Lunsford, Janine McCabe, NatureAli, Patt Nichols,
Sherry Nichols, Cathy Nishida, Rich Pelletreau Wildlife
Gallery & Studio, Alison Sheehey, South Fork School Dis-
trict, Wes Thomas, Reed Tollefson, Bruce Webb, Mary
Whitfield, and Sandra Wieser. A special thanks goes to

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

Donald Mitchell our guest hummingbird expert who
camein from Wisconsin and led field trips and work-
shops for three full days.

@ o o o o o o o o o 0 o o 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o o

CALIFORNIA AMPHIBIAN &
REPTILE

? CALTFORMIA CELEBRATION

AMPHIBIAN The inaugural

& California Amphib-
REPTILE ian & Reptile Cel-
ebration was hosted
June 15-16 at Kern
River Preserve Head-
quarters. Despite a
huge attendance
drop on Saturday
when heavy smoke
from the destructive
Borel fire inundated
the preserve, two
hundred seventy-four visitors attended on Saturday
the 15th and eighty-three on Sunday the 16th.

This celebration was restricted to public educa
tion and conservation of native Californiaamphibians
and reptiles. Thanks go to the following people for
making this celebration a success. Bob Applegate,
Bob Barnes, Jason Blackstone, Yvonne Gomez, Herp-
Ecology, Steve Kenton (Weldon Postmaster), Kern Val-
ley Reptile Society, Jeff King, Doug Lemmons, Buz
Lunsford, NormaMartinez, Dell McCollough (L& M
Lumber), Carol Miller, LindaMoore, NatureAli, Ann
Peters, Deborah Reams, LindaRyan, SequoiaNational
Forest (Cannell Meadow Ranger District), Alison Shee-
hey, Reed Tollefson, Turtle & Tortoise Club of the
Central Valley, Turtle & Tortoise Club of Bakersfield,
Jean Watson, Carol Wermuth, and Sandra Wieser.

@ o o o o o o o o 0 o o o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o o

KERN RIVER PRESERVE HOSTS
AUDUBON'’S STATE BOARD

Audubon-California’'sBoard of Directorsand staff
camefromall over the state June 14th and 15th to hold
their regularly scheduled meetings.

Since the meeting was hosted by the Kern River
Preserve, board and staff had excellent opportunities
to learn about Audubon’s efforts at the Kern River
Preserve and in the Kern River Valley including land
protection & stewardship, restoration & research, and
education & community outreach.

The results of the meetings and field visits have
already yielded more effective and coordinated ben-
efitsfor Audubon-Californiaand the Kern River Pre-
serve.

JULY 6TH
SUMMER BIRD
COUNT
Theresultsfor this |
year’s South Fork Kern
River Rapid Assess-
ment Summer Bird
Count areavailableon

line at http://
242 American White Pelicans

www.valleywild.org/ oversummered on Lake Isabella]
summer_2002.htm. |

Twelve observers in

six partiestallied 105 and 6,777 individuals.
Thanksto the following participants: Bob Barnes,

Lance Benner, Kathi Ellsworth, Terri Gallion, Rozella

Mattingly, BarbaraReifedl. John Schmitt, Jeff Seay, Ali-

son Sheehey, Susan Steele, Deb Wilson, and John

Wilson.
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KERN BIOFEST FEATURED IN
EUROPE’S “BIRDING WORLD”
MAGCAZINE

TheApril 2002, issueof “Bird-
ing World,” “Europe’s premier
monthly magazine for keen
birdwatchers,” has an article
highlighting the Kern River Val-
ley and the Kern Valley BioFest.
The articleis entitled “ The Kern A birder a the
Valley BioFedt, California” It was BioFest
written by Terry Marshall from Essex, England. Terry
attended the 2001 BioFest.

Inthearticle Terry states, “ The BioFest wasnot all
birding;...the Kern River Valley abounds with addi-
tional recreational opportunities...It was awonderful
eight days, with the sun shining from 5:30am-8:30pm
every day. On one day, we did see acloud, but it dis-
appeared faster than amigrating bird.”

Bob Barnes, Audubon Kern River Preserve Out-
reach Director states, “More and more birders from
Europe are including the Kern River Valley in their
Cdliforniabirding itineraries because of it being fea-
turedinthe book ‘ Birding Northern California’ and on
our web sites. Many Europeans have even stated that
theKernRiver Valley wastheir favoritebirding areain
our Golden State.

This statement has been made in comparison to
such premier birding locations as Monterey and
Yosemite! Frankly, | have been surprised, albeit very
pleasantly so, at those statements. We should take
‘em wherewe can get ‘em! We heartily invitereaders
of Europe's‘Birding World' to visit our rich birding
areaaswell during the mid-April through early Octo-
ber peak birding and general recreation period.”

J
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JULY 7TH BUTTERELY COUNT
Twenty observers
in five count parties
tallied 1,411 individua
butterflies of sixty-six
species on the 2nd
Annual
North Fork Kern But-
terfly Count. Based on
last year’'s North
American Butterfly
Association pub-
lished count results, the sixty-six species tallied this
year may very well place among the top ten butterfly
counts in the United States and Canada. Thanks to
thefollowing participants: Herb Clarke, OlgaClarke,
Ken Davenport, Claude Edwards, Mary Freeman, Nick
Freeman, Terri Gallion, Fred Heath, Margaret Huffman,
Paul Johnson, Michael Klein, Jack Levy, Rozella
Mattingly, W. D. Patterson, Julie Pierce, Mary Prismon,
Erin Seidner, Alison Sheehey, Susan Steele, and Bruce
Webb. The results are available online at http://
natureali.com/wildbutterflycount.htm. A great time
was had by all.

KERN VALLEY PR[DE DAY

Every year mem- ; -
bers of the Friends of
the Kern River Pre-
serve participate in
KernValley Pride Day;
avalley wideclean-up
effort which will be
held this year on Sat-
urday morning, Sep-
tember 21st. The
clean-up is followed
by a free BBQ lunch
and awards ceremony.
Thelast two yearsthe
KRP Friendsteam has
placedinthetopthree |EESEEE :
among al participating Ruby Valliant picks up trash
teams. All participants along the Kern River.
receive a Kern Valley
Pride Day t-shirt aswell. Wewould love to conduct an
even more effective clean-up effort this coming Sep-
tember 21st. If you would like to be apart of the KRP
Friends team for this year’s Kern Valley Pride Day,
contact Sandra Wieser via e-mail at
swieser@lightspeed.net or by phoneat 1-760-378-2531.

KELSO CREEK SANCTUARY
CAMPOUT
The 3rd Annual Kelso Creek Sanctuary Service

Western Tiger Swallowtail

Weekend & Campout is set for Saturday, and Sunday,
October 19th and 20th. This strikingly beautiful 156-
acre Audubon-California Sanctuary islocated along-
side Kelso Valley Road fifteen miles south of theKern
River Preserve. Each year Preserve and Sanctuary
Manager Reed Tollefson puts together a list of ser-
vice projectsfor participantsto complete. The paceis
set to suit individual needs with plenty of breaks for
lively discussions, fun, and friendship. Those who do
not wish to camp may stay at the Lakeview Motdl (W:
www.ol diesradioonline.com/get/l akeviewmotel/, P: 1-
760-379-8250) or Lake Isabella RV Resort (W:
www.L akel sabellaRV.com, P: 379-2046) off Hwy. 178in
Mountain Mesa. Mountain Mesa is a thirty minute
drivefromthe Kelso Creek Sanctuary. Or, youwill find
numerous motelsin Kernvillg, forty-five minutesaway.
If you would like to participate in al or part of this
year’sKelso Creek Sanctuary Service Weekend, con-
tact Reed via e-mail at rtollefson@lightspeed.org or
by phoneat 1-760-378-2531.

BOREL, DEER, McNALLY EIRES

Thissummer the Kern River watershed experienced
three major wildfiresnamed Borel, Deer, and McNally.
Together, as
of August
20th, thefires
had burned
153,000 acres
of land and
destroyed 54
homesand 92
outbuildings.
M ehmet
McMillan, of
WildPlaces, McNally Fire Plume on July 22, 2002
islooking for
volunteers to coordinate a rapid response effort to
stabilize some of the more critical areas on the North
Fork Watershed. “WildPlacesis currently building the
i Volunteer Emer-
gency Response
Team (VERT) tohdp
intheefforttoaidin
the recovery of our
forests’. Seehisar-

ticleonpage?.
Wewill recapthe
entire 2002 fire sea
sonin moredetail in
our next newsletter
| including restoration
Fire near Sherman Pass Rd. effortsand the effect
Pat Elliott © Sequoia NF on the Kern River

Preserve.




O

RESTORATION EFEORTS BEGIN
by Mehmet McMillan

WildPlaces Ecological Resto-
ration and Education continues
volunteer-driven restoration
projectsinthe Manter Fireregion
and iscurrently developing (with
WILDPLACES us Forest Service) a volunteer

responsetotheMcNally Fire (Vol-
unteer Emergency Response Team).

Devastating events such as the McNally Fire have a
profound impact on our communities. Emotions of |oss, an-
ger and helplessness are common, and communities often
rally in support of actions that have immediate and direct
impacts on what has happened. Acting directly isahealing
opportunity for individuals, familiesand groups. Itisalso a
way to help the burned forests recover.

WildPlacesiscurrently building the Volunteer Emergency
Response Team (VERT), consisting of peoplelike you who
want (and need) to helpinthe effort to aid in the recovery of
our forests.

It is our mission to restore, preserve and protect our
nations wild places through volunteer-driven restoration
activities, and weinviteyoutojoin us. .Please stay tuned to
www.WildPlaces.net for moreinformation or call usat (760)

Top - Quiet section of the
South Fork Kern on the
eastside of KRP- 1 June 2002
L eft -Femal e Purplish Copper,
east end of theKern River Pre-
serve- 8 June 2002

Right - Overview of the South
Fork riparian forest looking
from ahill west of Fay Ranch
Rd. - 6 July 2002.

Alison Sheehey © Nature Ali

Calendar cont. from page 1

September 14-15— Schaeffer Barrier Seed Collection -
Golden Trout Wilderness, Inyo National Forest, 9 a.m.
-3p.m.daily, cal (760) 378-3081

September 29 - October 9—Veracruz, Mexico Hawk
Watching & Birding KRP Fundraising Field Trip
Octaober 5-6 — Habitat Monitoring on Mahogany Road
in Manter Fire SequoiaNational Forest buffering
Domeland and South SierraWilderness
9am.-3p.m.daily, cal (760) 378-3081

October 5-6 —Manter Fire' sKern River Daisy Seed
Collection and Restoration and Monache Meadow
Fence Maintenance Sequoia National Forest buffering
Domeland and South SierraWilderness 9a.m. - 3p.m.
daily, cdl (760) 378-3081

Saturday, October 19-20—Annual Kelso Valley work
party campout and barbecue

November 2-3— Schaeffer Barrier Site Restoration
Monache Meadows in Golden Trout Wilderness, Inyo
National Forest- 9a.m. - 3p.m. daily, cal (760) 378-
3081

Saturday, November 16 —KRP Volunteer Work Day
Saturday, December 14—KRP Volunteer Work Day
January 4-18, 2003 — Costa RicaNatural History &
Birding Field Tripto Benefit KRP

Christmas Bird Counts

Saturday, December 14— Springville
Sunday, December 15—Bakersfield
Sunday, December 15—ChinalLake
Thursday, December 19—Red Rock
Saturday, December 21 —Butterbredt
Sunday, December 22 —BuenaVista
Thursday, December 26 — Tehachapi
Friday, December 27 —Bear Valley
Saturday, December 28—KernValley
Sunday, December 29 — South Fork
seewww.valleywild.org for details
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EACLE OPTICS DONATION

Katie & Estaban Olivares Tom & Kathy Stephens

Aspart of itsongoing sponsorship of Valley Wild (Kern Dr. Richard Svihla, DVM Jeff & Jeanne Wheaton

River Valley) nature festivals and events, Eagle Optics, ClaritaWoodworth
M iddle_ton, Wisconsin made aJuI)_/, 2002 donation to the FRIENDS ($20-$40)
Kern River Preserve of an Eagle Optics Raven 80mm angled
20X-60X zoom spotting scope, jacket cover, and Velbon Barbara Anderson Peter Bakuses
tripod. This$500+ retail donation arrived intimefor useat DaveBall William Berger
the August 2-5 Hummingbird Celebration. Over the last BarbaraBerilla John Bradley
four years, Eagle has donated over fifty pairs of binoculars Beverly Brock Lloyd Brubaker
to the Kern River Preserve for use by Kern River Valley Joan & Doug Buddenhagen Daniel G. Burnett
community organizations, school groups, and KRP visi- ThomasByrd Greg Campbell
tors. Eagle Optics may be reached on the web at Debra Campbell-Wingerden RosalieR. Cape
www.eagleoptics.com or by phoneat 1-800-289-1132. Michael & RitaCarey Carol Jean Coulter
.............................. Phil Craigheed Michael Erpino
THANK YOU DONORS & NEW MEMBERS dmFreda Don Gallup

Sharon Garcia Theo Glenn
We regret any omissions or misspellings. Please |et us know Dorothy Gould John & Mariam G. Graham
so we can providerecognition in the next KRP Friends news- Margaret & Warren Harmon Elizabeth Ann Heflin
letter. A special thank you to all of our anonymous donors. A.Cal Hedmholz Penny Hernandez
RAPTOR CIRCLE ($r000-$5000) Mary LouHill Lauren Hughes

Dan Portway

Kerncrest Audubon

PACIFIC ELYWAY PATROL ($100-$999)

Bill & Ruby Jenkins

Graham & Mary Ann Matthews

William McCaudand

Michael Klinkenberg
Frank & Connie Madia
Donna McKenna

Tom & Debbi Adams George & Judy Beatty Mark Mercer Susan Moore

Lloyd Bulmer Ronnie Burns Gillian & Donald Moreland Susan & J. Jerre Murphy

B. W. Catlin Cunningham Don & Emily Diggles BarbaraOrr OasisGarden Clubof WV

Donald & Margaret CopeEmery Gary M. File Joan B. Perr_on Judith & Julian Plowden

LisaFimiani Ernie& Nancy Flores Pavana& Tim Plunkett Wayne Pray

Bill & BirdieFoster Eleanor Fraser, M.D. BarbaraReifel H.T. & Marguerite Richter

Bruce Garlinger Joseph & Carol Halterman Rl(_:hard Sandvig Jack Shaw _

ClaireHemingway DaveKurdeka Alison Sheehey FrancisToldi -

DeniseLaBerteaux Harold L aFont G.N. VanEssen David & Debbie Warren
David & Sharon Wheeler Peter Woodman

Lary & KarenLee

Gary & MariettaLindquist

BarbaraMaxwell Martine Metzenheim AUDUBON CHAPTERDONORS
Jll Minar . CharlesE. Parker Kerncrest AS KernAS
James & Phyllis Ross ThelmaT. Royer Morro Coast AS PomonaValley AS
Maggie Seely Vern & Beaujourn Shull
B e Kemer Thomson |ttt 5 0 c¥¥ 0 o o NN
Peter Watkins ElaineWhite DAVE HARVEY MEMORIAL FUND
SUPPORTERS [$50-500) Elva& John Affel Jm Anderson

Bob Barnes Beverly & Jerry Bauges
Walter Allen Ann Anton Cannell Meadow Employee Social Committee, SequoiaNF
Bl!l Barclay _ William Brabender Ruby Currie Geri Danid
MichelleBrodie BarbaraBurke Eugene & IvaleneHamlin PaulaHarvey
Jane Cassidy Karen Clarke George & MyraJane Harvey DianeL. Heston
Rpger & BarbaraColey Bc_)b & Bonnie Edwards Linda& John lacona Cldl & Lou Jones
Richard Elke Michael Golub Gladney & Mandi Jennings Jeff King
Charlotte & Don Goodson Helen Green Helen Kirby Ray & SheilaMcFarland
CarlynHalde DaveHarvey Ruby O’ Cain Ralph & Jane Orrick
CleoBédl Heiple-Tice LynnHemink Helen & Jack Pierce Alison Sheehey
Paul Klahr RobertKnox Reed Tollefson Cecil & BerthaWallace
Nobuko B. McClure Robert & Bernice Meade Mary Whitfield Sandra Wieser
Jan Montgomery DebraNewton
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SIZE: 1,127 acres

LOCATION: Thepreserveislocated along
the South Fork Kern River, 57 milesnorth-
east of Bakersfield, along State Highway
178 near Weldon at the site of the historic
A. Brown Ranch.

HISTORY: The South Fork Valley is
steeped in fascinating history. The
Tubatulabal werethe indigenous peopl e of
thevalley. They livedinthisareafor centu-
ries before the arrival of European settlers
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shortly after 1850. Mining wasthemainin-
dustry of the hillsides, while cattle grazing
and hay growing dominated the agriculture-
based valley. A flour mill, builtinthe 1870's,
stands as areminder of the pioneer indus-
try of A. Brown, the original owner of the
property.

GEOGRAPHY:: Thepresarvelieswithinthe
South Fork Kern River Valley near the south-
ern terminus of the Sierra Nevada. Eleva-
tionismoderate, ranging from 2600 to 2700
feet. The South Fork of the Kern River flows
through the property from east to west.
Severa small irrigation ditchesand beaver
ponds are scattered about the land. On
theserichalluvia soilswiththeir accompa-
nying high-water table a dense growth of

Cottonwood-Willow Riparian Forest

riparian trees and shrubs is supported,
known as Great Valley Cottonwood Forest
habitat. Most of the preserveisadedicated
riparian forest sanctuary although each year
some of our acreageisleased out for cattle
grazing and farming. The surrounding prop-
erty on three sidesisin private ownership.
Immediately to thewest isthe SequoiaNa-
tional Forest’s South Fork Wildlife Area.

FAUNA: Wildlife in the preserve is both
varied and abundant. The Western Yellow-
billed Cuckoo, endangered in California,
uses the riparian growth for nesting sites,
as do many species of hawks, owls and
songbirds. Morethan 240 bird specieshave
been observed, including nesting Wood
Duck, Red-shouldered Hawk, and South-
western Willow Flycatcher. In addition, the
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Wood Duck

preserve includes the northwestern most
range extension of such southwest desert
riparian nesting species as Brown-crested
Flycatcher and the neon red Summer Tana-
ger. Mammalsfound hereinclude muledeer,
coyote, beaver, dusky-footed wood rat,
long-tailed weasdl, Californiaground squir-
rel, American black bear, bobcat, and an oc-
casiona mountain lion. As one means of

KERN RNER PRESERIE

monitoring the preserve's rich insect life,
an annua butterfly count is conducted un-
der the auspices of the North American
Butterfly Association. In addition, annual
counts of preserve birds are conducted in
spring, summer, and winter under the aus-
pices of Audubon.

FL ORA: Theriparian forest, although tre-
mendously productive contains only two
major tree species: Fremont cottonwood and
red willow. Intermixed with thesetreesare
dense stands of mule fat, sandbar willow,
and stinging nettle. Cattails, tules, and yerba

Yerba Mansa

mansa abound in wet areas. The beautiful
alkali mariposallily grows in moist mead-
owsnear theriver. Thefloraof the preserve
has been inventoried and the list can be
found on our website and in the visitor’'s
center. The South Fork Valley containsthe
largest contiguous riparian forest in Cali-
fornia



ACCESS: The preserve is open dawn to
dusk each day. Fed freeto explorethevisi-
tor center and follow our self-guided na
ture trail. A trail guide is available in the
mailbox at the beginning of thetrail. Please
return the guide to the box or help us de-
fray printing costsby depositing adollar in
the bird box in the visitor center. Schools
and other groups may contact the Preserve
Manager or Outreach Director in advance
to arrange guided tours.

Kern River Preserve Sunrise

DIRECTIONS: Thepreserveis57 mileseast
of Hwy 99 in Bakersfield along Hwy 178.
From the Central Valley: At State Hwy 99
take Hwy 178 east. Drivethrough the beau-
tiful Kern River canyon and along south
shore of |sabellaReservoir to KRPin Wel-
don. Thepreserveisexactly 1.15 milesbe-
yond Sierra Way (the Kernville turn-off).

The preserveisontheleft. Pleaseturninto
the property cautiously as oncoming traf-
fic can be difficult to see around the bend
inthe road. From the Mojave Desert, from
State Highway 14, turn westbound onto
Hwy 178. Drive 30 milesto Weldon. Ob-
serve Fay Ranch Road and the South Fork
School on your right, drive 0.8 miles be-
yond this road to the preserve entrance on
theright.

RIGHT OF WAY into the preserve. The
accessroad isan easement through private
property, do not stop in the pasture asiit is
aworking cattle ranch. The forest before
you is Audubon property. Please drive
through the forest and at the headquarters
turn to the left and park in the lot by the
port-a-potties.

MANAGEMENT: A full habitat restoration
and research program has been initiated on
the preserve, including planting of cotton-
wood and willow saplings, floral and faunal
inventories, and vegetative monitoring.
These efforts have resulted in significant
benefitsto anumber of rare speciesaswell
as their habitats.

PUBLIC SUPPORT: TheKern River Pre-
serveis owned and managed by Audubon-
Cdlifornia, a private non-profit conserva-
tion organization. Audubon’sgoal isto pre-
serve natural diversity and educate the pub-
lic about itsimportance. Audubon and the
Kern River Preserve depend on your gen-
erosity to continue thismission. Please con-
sider becoming a member by making ado-
nation of $20 or moreto“NASKRPFriends’
and sending it to our PO Box in Weldon
listed below. Additional information and
educational materials may be obtained in
the Visitor Center or by inquiring with the
Preserve Manager or Outreach Director.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: The
Kern River Preserve offersawide range of
opportunities for individuals or groups to
help us carry out our mission. If you have
skills in education, sci-
ence, construction,
maintenance, agricul-
ture, or any other field
that you feel can ad-
vance our mission,
please contact the Pre-
serve Manager or Out-
reach Director.
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I‘J'L“'[.IL 11;}[}!1 CALIFORNIA  (760) 378-2531 — Preserve Manager
(760) 378-3044 — Outreach Director
krpfriends@lightspeed.net
http:/Mmww.kernriverpreserve.org

KERN RINER PRESERVE
PO. Box 1662
Weldon, CA 93283

Blarse Ali 2oz

FRIENDS OF THE KERN RINER PRESERNE
A ™=aps.,  PO.BOx 833

T Weldon, CA 93283

Cuckoo logo by Keith Hanson, Sunrise photo by Paul Mason
Fact Sheet redesign, maps, & images by Alison Sheehey (a friend of KRP)

A GLOBALLY IMPORTANT BIRD AREA A NATIONAL NATURAL LANDMARK

A CALFORNIA RIPARIAN HABITAT JOINT NENTURE FLAGSHIP PROJECT
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FRIENDS OF THE KERN RINER PRESERNE

P.O. Box 833
Weldon, CA 93283
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The Kern River Preserve is located 1.1 miles east of the intersec-
tion of State Highway 178 and Sierra Way in Weldon, Kern County,
California.

Driving time from:
! LOSANQEIES ....ovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 3.5 hours

SANDIEJO .ooeeiieiiie e 5.5 hours
SAN FrancCiSCo ......cceuuiiiieiiiie et 6.5 hours
RENO ... 7.5 hours

Cal Transcurrent road conditions: 1 (800) 427-7623

_ . 1 (800) gas-road
For further information about the

FRIENDS OF THE KERN RINER PRESERNE

call: (760) 378-3044
email: krpfriends@lightspeed.net
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or visit our
websites:
KRP: www.kernriverpreserve.org
Festivals: www.valleywild.org




